\
2
A

A
A
a

THE ROYAL A
SOCIETY

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS
OF

) \

THE ROYAL
SOCIETY

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS
OF

Downloaded from rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org

PGSO THE ROYAL

or—— SOCIETY

Tribute to Janet V. Watson, F.R.S.

Harold Reading, Juan Watterson and Stan White

Phil. Trans. R. Soc. Lond. A 1986 317, 3
doi: 10.1098/rsta.1986.0019

i i i Receive free email alerts when new articles cite this article - sign up in the box
Email alerti ng service at the top right-hand corner of the article or click here

To subscribe to Phil. Trans. R. Soc. Lond. A go to: http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/subscriptions

This journal is © 1986 The Royal Society


http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/cgi/alerts/ctalert?alertType=citedby&addAlert=cited_by&saveAlert=no&cited_by_criteria_resid=roypta;317/1539/3&return_type=article&return_url=http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/317/1539/3.full.pdf
http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/subscriptions
http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/

Downloaded from rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org

Tribute to Janet V. Watson, F.R.S.

The suggestion that this Discussion Meeting be held was made by Professor Janet Watson in
1982. Over the next three years she was responsible not only for making the necessary
arrangements with the Royal Society and convening our informal meetings to discuss the

programme arrangements, but also for countering our regular bouts of pessimism over a
meeting on a subject that, it seemed, neither we nor anyone else knew much about. The logic
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of Janet’s view that poorly understood topics are surely the ones to which attention should be
drawn and on which discussion should be promoted, inevitably prevailed. Janet’s strongest
weapons in these arguments, as in so many that we and others were privileged to have with
her over many years, were precision of thought and expression and, perhaps most of all, an
unhurried and amused tolerance.
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Although it had been clear for some time that illness would prevent Janet from attending,
her death on the second and final day of the Meeting was a quirk of fate we had to accept,
but not only with great sadness. For hers was a life well used, of enormous achievement and
many friendships, and we are grateful for having been a small part of it.

Harold Reading
Juan Watterson
Stan White
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